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Knowledge Spillover from Anthropology to Tourism Research
SUN Jiuxia"’

(1. School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University,
Guangzhou 510275, China; 2. Center for Leisure, Tourism and Social
Development, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China )

Abstract: As a classical social science discipline concerned with the study of
“human culture”, anthropology has an extraordinary explanatory power to interpret
social problems in the tourism context. However, the recent upsurge in the use of
anthropology to study tourism has created problems that require investigation. A
systematic examination of the “anthropology of tourism”, as precedented upon the
knowledge spillover of anthropology into tourism research, is required to understand
this emerging field. Therefore, this paper provides a theoretical analysis of knowledge
spillover from anthropology to tourism research from three angles: perspective,
theory and method. It also identifies specific cases and reflects upon the procedural
problems within knowledge spillover. This research finds that anthropological
perspective provides research proposals for the interpretation of social phenomena in
the tourism field, which can be classified into the following three categories: “overall
and local”, “macro and micro” and “internal and external” perspectives. Secondly, as
a mature social science discipline, anthropology provides a theoretical tool for tourism
researchers to revise their understanding of tourism phenomena. Thirdly, the long-
term tracing of typical cases and ethnographic methods used in anthropology has had a
profound impact on tourism research, and the ethnography of diversified development
expands the methodologies of tourism research, providing an effective tool for tourism
researchers to gain insight into their subjects’ perspectives, appreciate communities’
emotions and attitudes, and understand local culture. Finally, in order to ensure the
knowledge spillover of anthropology is recognized by the academic community, tourism
scholars should further broaden the applications of knowledge spillover, deepen the
underlying theory, strengthen the absorption and creation of knowledge, and ultimately
realize the sharing of knowledge between these two disciplines.

Keywords: anthropology; tourism research; knowledge spillover; the

anthropology of tourism
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